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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

FROM OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENT.

Panris, Aprin 8, 1852,

The political news in France since my last has
been of little importance. Tn its sitting of the 2d
instant, however, the Legislative body exhibited
unexpected signs of life. This phenomenon was
occasioned by s discussion eoncerning the election
of u deputy in the first division of the t of
Vendee. The Government candidate was the Count
pE Sa1xTe HERMINE; the opposition candidate, the
Abbé DE LESPINAY, h%ll‘egihmist;) and the former
was elected. The validity of the election, however,
was disputed in the committee for the verification
of electoral returns ; but the result of the delibera-
tions was that the election of the Government can-
didate was declared valid, and a report to this effect
was made to the Legislative body. On this report
there arose a discussion, in the course of which M.
Bounter pe L'Ecruse (Legitimist) accused the
Government of having resorted to the most unjusti-
fiable electoral manceuvres. He admitted that the
(tovernment candidate had received about 2,000
more votes than the Legitimist candidate ; but con-
tended that nearly 18,000 persons had abstained
from voting ; and that these abstentions were caused by
electornl stratagems and intimidation on the part of the
authorities so extensive that they ought to vitinte the
election. This speech of M. Bounrer ne L'Ecruse was
replied to by the candidate elect, and also by M. Kervrrr,
in behalf of the Governmeunt, and, from what I can judge
of the debate by the brief report which appears in the
official minutes, it must have produced in the hounse a
marked sensation. It is needless to add that the election
of Count ve Sarxte-TeryiNe was sustained by an almost
unanimous vote.

Both the Legislative body and the Senate adjourned on
Monday, the 5th instant, to Tuesday, the 13th—the present
being * Holy Week.”

A Dbill has been sent to the Legislative body providing
for the recasting of all the copper coins of the country.
That you may know the exact form of getting a bill before
this body, (which can originate no bill itself,) I copy the
following decree of presentation:
¢ Lovis NavoLEoX, Presideni of the French Republic, DROREES:

Article 1. The bill deliberated in the Council of State
on the recasting of the copper coins shall be sent to the
Legislative body by the Minister of State.

Article 2. M.M. pE Pamigx, Counsellor of State, Presi-
dent-of the Section of Finances; Vinrry and TovmaNoix,
Counsellors of State, are charged to sustain the discussion
of this bill before the ive body.

Artiele 5. The Minister of State is charged with the
execntion of the present decree.

Done at the Tuileries, the 2d April, 1852,

Lovis NaroLEON.
By THE PRESIDENT :
The Minister of State,
X. pre Casanraxca.
Official copy.
The Becretary par interin.
Vavpar.”
Then comes the bill itself. This bill provides for the
withdrawal from circulation as money of the coins of one
liard and two liards : of one sow and fwo sows ; and of one,
five, and ten centimes. These coins are to be replaced
by a bronze coinage of one, two, five, and ten centimes,
of the following weight and size :

Weight. Diameter.
1 centime . . . 1 gramme . . . 15 millimétres.
2 centimes . . 2 do. ) do.
5 do. . 5 do. AN, do.
10 do. 10 do. « + « 30 (aboutl} inch.)

L =

1000

(A French grammeis 15— grains Troy weight. A French

millimétre is 2 __ of an inch.
100,000
So exact is to be the weight of these coins that no five
or ten centime piece will be put in circulation which
weighs one per cent. more or less than the prescribed
weight ; and no one or two centime piece will be issued
which varies, one way or the other, a half or one per cent.
The new coins are to be composed of ninety-five parts of
copper, four of brass, and one of zine. They will bear on
one side the effigy of the President, with the words Lovis
NarorLox BoXararte ; and on the other side the indice-
tion of the value of the piece, and the date of its coinage.
The amount of the new coins issued will not exceed in
nominal valne that of the coinage called in. A sum of
7,560,000 francs (about $1,467,000) is sppropriated for
all the expenses of the new coinage and paying off the old.
" A report has been in circulstion for some weeks past
that Lovis Narorrox was about to declare a general am-
nesty in favor of all political prisoners arrested since the
vorp Lotai This veport, far too good to be true, seems to
be officially refuted by s decree published on the 6th
instant, providing that the persons transported this year
shall be transported according to a regulation of January
31, 1850, which provides that, so far as possible, they be
formed into separate detachments of 500, under the name
of Penitentiary Colony No. 1, No. 2, &e. The same decree
also provides that, on the proposition of the Minister of
War, the President of ‘the Republic can release such of
the prisoners as “ offer gnaranties of good conduct and
show an aptitude for work” from the daily régime of the
penitentiary ; and that such persons, pnder specified con-
ditions, may be allowed a tract of land, and be permitted
to cultivate it on their own account.

A telegraphic despatch was received from Vienna yes-

terday, announcing the sudden death on the evening of
the hth instant, at six o'clock, from an attack of apoplexy,
of Prince Frirx pr Scuwarrzexsenc, President of the
Council of State, and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Aus-
trin. Prince Schwartzenberg was born on the 2d October,
1800, and was son of the Prince Schwartzenberg who was
Austrian Ambassador to France under the Empire, and
who was General-in-Chief of te Austrian forces which
invaded France in 1814. When the revolution of 1848
broke out, the late Prince Schwartzenberg was Minister
Plenipotentiary ot Naples. In the height of the revolu-
tion he was called to the head of affairs in Austria, in
which position, whatever may be said of him as one of the
leading and most powerful reactionists of Europe, he cer-
tainly exhibited signal ability. 1t is said that Prince
MxTTERNICH May possibly take his place at the head of
the Cabinet at Vienna.

I bave frequently had oceasion o notice, in my corre-
spondence, the claims put forth by the French to the
honors of first discovery in relation to nearly all, if not
quite all, of the great advances in science which {llus
trate the centary in which we live. 1 must, as o faith-
ful recorder of events as they arise, note another preten-
sion of this sort, just come to light. It refers to the moot-
ed question of the first application of steam to navigation,

M. Anago has made n communication to the Aendemy of | cles of ironmongery.

Sciences, containing information furnished by M. Kvui-
max, of Marburg, relative to an unpublished correspond-
ence of Dexis Pavis, the Fremeh natural philosopher,

ing England, the revocation of the edict of Nantes not per-
mitting him, us he was a Protestant, to return to France,
Papin settled at Marburg, in Germany. Hedied in 1710,
shortly after the above mentioned correspondence, and
without having scen his schemes accomplished. He died,
moreover—as is too often the case with distinguished in-
ventors and discoverers—in extreme poverty.

I propose, in the present letter, to consider Paris from
& new point of view. As s city of maguificent pulaces,
beautiful gardens, and imposing monuments; ss & centre
of gayety and capital of fashion, we bave all heard of it
from our youth up. Most of us, in imagination, and some
of us in reality, have promenaded its broad besutiful
boulevards; lounged in its splendid galleries ; made n tour
of its famous churches, (from Notre Dame proper to Notre
Dame de Lorette ;) sentimentalized at Pere la Chaise and
the Place de la Bastille ; and marched in triumph from the
Column of Luxor, through the Champs Elysées, to the
Are & Etoile. Al this is worth doing, and worth writing
about; but so many have done it, and so much has been
written sbout it, that I have thought a glance at Paris
from entirely another point of view would have ot least
the charm of variety ; and in these days, when so muchis
said and sung about Lanovr; when it boasts of princely
patronsge and CRystar Pavaces; and when authors
hardly dare to write the word with a small /, what better
point of view can be chosen than that of industry ? T ask
your attention, them, to Paris as a Clity of Manyfactures
and Mechanics. 1 am indebted for my facts to a report of
the Paris Chamber of Commerce, prepared under the im-
mediate supervision of Horack 8av, and bearing every
mark of the most conscientious research. The report is
ertitled ¢* Statistics of the Industry of Paris, resulting from
investigations made by the Chamber of Commerce, for the
yerrs 1847 and 1848, Tt is a roysl quarto volume of over
a thousand pages, and gives the most minute information
¢oncerning no less than 345 branches of business, and
nearly 350,000 operatives.

Paris being divided for military purposes into no less
than 862 distinet parts, this division was adopted by the
Chamber of Commerce in making their investigations;

":1-' - el e
turers and master mechanics, and 342,530 operntives. It
will be seen from the following statement that ome of the
most striking facts developed in the report is the minute
subdivision of labor. v

The number of manufscturers and master mechanics
who employed over ten operatives was only 7,117, while
the number who employed from two to tem was 25,116 ;
and those who either worked alone or employed but one
operative was no less than 32,688, "“mﬂ this
last elass in fact work at their own homes, WM’
work directly for their customers, and to order, or for
other manufucturers or mechanics in the same line, with-
out being confined to any one establishment. :. m class
of persons is most numerous among the tailors and shoe-
makers. Aimong the tailors there are mentioned in the
report 4,650 of them, of whom 1,641 worked a one; and
among the shoemakers 4,304, of whom wrorked
alone. A similar state of things exists among the dress-
makers and seamstresses. ;

In the following table will be found the number of
manufacturers and master mechanies in each group who
employ more than 10 operatives; the number who em-
ploy from 2 to 10 operatives; the number who work alone
or employ but 1 operative; and the number of these
several classes combined :

Ewploying | Employing | Bmployin gl
Groups. mol?e {i - lﬁumpz to 1%. lor warkta.l Total.
0. | ulone.
No. 4 1,789 8,647 | 18,980 | 20216
12 833 2,610 2,781 6,124
3 856 2,605 2,262 5,714
2 73 2,300 888 4,061
5 698 1,244 1,857 8,709
1 118 2,066 1,404 3,673
1 546 1,469 1,000 8,104
10 432 | 1,081 879 2,892
13 850 | 1,116 760 2,935
1 # | 785 691 1,561
8 212 460 687 1,259
T 279 700 274 1,253
6 102 238 91 426
7,017 | 25,116 82,588 64,816

and not only every street and lane, but every L , WAas
made the subject of inquiry; which, considering that
Llhm are over 82,000 houses in Paris, and that they con-
tain a population of*over a million souls, was no small
undertaking. - Not only all the manufacturers and master
mechanics were subjected to an extensive system of in-
quiry, but also a large proportion of the operatives them-
selves. (Iuse the word operatives, by the way, through-
out this article, as a mere term of convenience. [t in-
cludes both sexes and all ages and conditionsof the work-
ing population, and is therefore the most simple and ex-
pressive term I could select.) No one was compelled to
give any information, and perhaps for this reason no one
seemed disposed to withhold any. In fact, the Commis.
sion was strictly voluntary throughout, and appears to
have been actively and cheerfully participated in by all
parties.

In the present letter I give the general results of the
report concerning the private manufacturing and mechan-
ical industry of Paris. There are several public estab-
lishments, such as the Nationsl Printing Office, the Ma-
nufactory of Gobelin Tapestry, the National Tobacco Ma-
nufactory, the Mint, &c., which I may make the subject
of another letter. 3 :

The various branches of Paris industry were divided
into thirteen comprehensive * groups,” under the follow-
ing names :

1. Alimentation. 2. Building. 3. Furniture. 4 Vest-
ments, 5. Threads and Tissues. 6. Skins and Leathers.
7. Carrisge-making, Saddlery, and Military Equipments.
8. Chemical Works and Potteries. 0. Mechanics, Hard-
ware, and Work in Metals. 10. Jewelry and Work in
Precious Metals. 11. Wooden-ware and Basket-making.
12. Paris Articles. 13. Printing, Engraving, and Fine
Paper-making. :

Throughout the following statements I shall allude to
these several groups by their respective numbers. I must
necessarily adhere to the generalization which they in-
volve in order to give a succinet and faithful account of
the report; but, in order to make it intelligible to the
American reader, it will be necessary to give a brief enu-
meration of the principal articles in each group:

1. Alimentation.—In this group is included every kind
of labor incident to the preparation of food, beverages,
and condiments of ull descriptions—such ns , pas-
try, chocolate, cheese, beer, distilled waters, ices, vine-
gar, mustard, refined sugar, spices, &c.

2. Building.—In this group are comprised all the va-
rious kinds of work oted with h "mt-
building, paving, house and boat-painting, ho L.
ing, masonry, stone-cutting, carpentry, stove and furnace-

making, &e.

3. Furniture.—This p embraces all the mechanieal
industry connected cabinet-making, chair-making,
carpet and tapestry munofacturing, and the
manufacture of window.blinds, gas-furniture, lamps,
hranzes, marble tables, paper-hangings, picture frames,
alabaster ornsments, plaster and composition mould-

ings, &o."
i includes tailoring, dress-
, millinery, shirt-making, needle-work, cleansing
m of garments, boot and shoe-making and repair-
, hat and cap-making, &e.
5. Threads and Tissues.—In this greup are all the vari-
ous branches of industry incident to the manufacture of
threads, laces, ribands, shawls, tissues for dresses, furni.
ture, and counterpanes, plush, cotton canvass, hosi
and cotton wadding ; and also the work connected wi
cotton and wool-spinning, embroidering, wool-combing,
thread and tissue-dying, ddpl:g patterns for fabrics
and embroidery, the making of church vestments, the
printing of tissues, &e.
6. Skins and Leathers.—In this group is included all the
work involved in , maorocco-making,

parchment-making, ﬂg :nxi dying gost, kid, and
(.

other skins for glove

7. Carriage-making, Sad , and Military Equipmenta.
Besides the usual labor obviously implied in the mere
mention of these branches of industry, there are nlso in-
cluded under the same head the work of trunk-makers,
fishing gear manufacturers, carriage, lock, and lantern
manufactures, the manufacturers of articles for the chase,

Lmh as game-bags, d llars, gun-nipples, powder-
orns, -screws, wadding, shot, &e.) ts, car-
ringe painters, &e.

8. Chemical Works and Potteries.—1n this group isinelud-
ed the great variety of labor counected with the manu-
facture of India rubber work, varnish, blacking, paints
and colors, inks, paint-oils, candles, gas, glue, saltpetre,
tinctures, &e., (]for apothecaries,) daguerreotypes, razor-
straps, artificial teeth, enamel for artificial eyes,
lain buttons, carthenware stoves and pavements, small
rh-'m. stone, earthen, and crockery ware, bricks,
vory black, charcoal ; and also the work inei-
dent to the filtering of water, the refining of oil, the de-
corating of porcelain, the painting and gilding of glass,
the nnd of birds, animals, &e. for mn-
seums of natural history, &ec.

0. Mechonics, Hardware, and Work upon Metals.—The
trades incladed in this are chiefly those connected
with the manufacture of firearms, scales and balances,
weaving looms, surgical instruments and general cutlery,
nails, tinplate, files, optical imstruments, locks, tools,
wire, sheet-iron, buckles and clasps, church and other
bells, iron bedsteads, machines, seals, and nearly all arti-
e It also hemhduinn. bnn:i.md
copper fo , plumbers, P pewter, sheet-
iron, and rt:plntg-workm ’ﬂ‘;m and painters of me.
tals, blae ths, whitesmiths, &e.

It should be remarked that the large number of per-
sons working alone on their own account, or working with
but one or two operatives, though it is not added to the
number of technieal operatives, as distinguished from
muanufacturers and master mechanics, forms nevertheless

a part of the effective force, so to spenk, of Paris indus-
try, and should be included in any estimate of the work-
ing population.

The following table gives the amount of business trans-
acted by the several groups in 1847 ; the number of ma-
nufacturers and master mechanics engaged iz them, and

the number of operatives employed :
; Amount of | Number of |Number of |
Groups.| “puginess. Operatives. Ponyl.
No. 4...|1.240,947,208 29,216 90,064 (119,280
« 1..| 226,868, 8678 | 10428 | 14,101
2. 145,412,6 4,061 41,608 | 45,664
« 3.l 187,145,246 5,718 | 86,184 | 41,807
¢ 10...] 134,880,276 2,892 16,819 | 19,211
“ 12, 128,658, 6,124 85,679 | 41,808
¢ H...| 106,818,474 3,799 36,685 | 40,484
0.0 108,681,601 3,104 24,894 | 27,908
« 8. 74,546, 1,259 0,787 | 10,996
« 7.. 02,857,176 1,258 13,764 | 15,007
«18...| 51,17T1.873 2285 | 16,705 | 18,940
“ B, 41,782,965 426 4,753 4,999
ol & 20,4/8\‘2, 1,561 5,405 6,066
[1,468,628,350] 64,816 | 342,580 407,346

The number of trades whose business transactions in
the year 1847 exceeded 25,000,000 francs, or $4,850,000,
was twelve, as follows: Tailors, 80,649,320 francs;
butchers, 74,808,432 francs; bakers, 00,242,390; boot
and shoe makers, 43,282,487 fr. ; manufacturers of bjous,
41,509,934 francs : (bijous are small costly articles, of
eurions and precious workmanship, serving as ornaments
for the person, or as decorations for a parlor or saloon:)
gold and silver smiths, 29,026,100 francs ; lace manufac-
turers, 28 404,957 francs; cabinetmakers, 27,982 050
franes; house carpenters, 26,058,885 francs; masons,
26,858,740 francs; linen and cotton drapers, 20,553,008
francs; machinists, 25,647,850 francs.

The number of trades whose business transactions in
the year 1847 were between fifteen and twenty-five mil-
lions of franes was tem, as follows: Sugar refiners,
28,500,000 fr, ; curriers, 28,424, 890fr. ; carpet manufae-
turers, 20,068,202fr. ; carrisge makers, 19,307,824fr. ;
house lock makers, 18,600,835fr.; bronze manufactfl-
rers, 18,408,070fr.; hatters, 16,762,680fr.; carpenters,
16,187,000fr. ; house-painters, 16,134,510fr.; printers,
15,247,2114r,

The number of trades whose business actions in
1847 were between ten and fifteen millions of frandgs was
thirteen, as follows: .
14,208,247fr.; milliners, 12,326,118fr.; oil refiners,
12,260,000fr. ; laundresses, 12,000,187fr.; piano manu-
facturers, 11,486,070fr, ;: fabricants of artificial lowers,
11,055,668fr. ; metal foundries, 10,983,550fr. ; fabricants
of painted paper hangings, 10,227,150fr. ; stove manu-
facturers, 10,171,847fr, ; shawl manufacturers, 9,808 480 ;

9,621,259{r.

Groups No. of men. No. of women. No of youths.| Total.

It will be seen by the above table that in the working
population of Paris there are about two men to one wo-

as 1 to 13 28.100.

To arrive at a correct estimate of the whole number of
working men and women in Paris, it would be necessary
to take into nocount those who are demestic servants ; but
these are not included in the report, and I have no means
at hand for nscertaining their number.

Of the 24,714 persons who are classed under the head
of youths, and all of whom are under 16 years of age,
19,078 may be considered as apprentices, and 5,680 as
young persons earning wages. These young persons are
found partioularly in the manufactories of cotton and
woollen fabrics and lace, and among the cloth printers
and fabricants of painted paperhangings.

It may be well to state here that the number of cotton
mills in Paria in 1847 was twelve, having in the aggre-

Manufacturers of skin  gloves, |

man, and that the children and youths are to the adults | of

e S
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The report states that the instances where the wages
were at s very low rate’ were very rare, and might be ex-
plained by peculiar circumstances. Ia the case of the
boot and shoemakers of Paris, among whom there were
nearly 14,000 workmen, there was only one instance of
man’s esrning so little us 75 centimes (15 cents) per duy;
and yet in this trade there is a large number of old men
who adopted it late in life, and when they could no longer
work at their old trades.

In the other instances where the wages were very low,
they were given to young boys who had just finished their
apprenticeship, and were, g0 to speak, undergoing their
initintion.

It may not be interesting to every one, but it will cer-
tainly be 80 to the various mechanical and manufacturing
classes. in Americn, to know the lowest, highest, and
average wages paid in the different groups sbove speci-
fied, X ly give this information in the following
table, in which the groups are arranged acoording to the
rate of wages paid, beginning with the one of which the

average woges were the highest :
Lowest wages Highest wages | Average wages
Groups:| “peraay.” | per day. per day.
No, 13 | 1 frane 35 francs 4 fr. 18 cen.
10 |1 « 16 « 4 17
1 % 16 « 3 o8
s Tk I S 20 « 3 04
L G s 16 « 3 90
6 118 10 « 3 87
7 1 « 8 @ 8 86
2 | 60 centimes | 10 « 3 81
8 |1fr.25¢en.| 15 « 3 71
1 1 « Ly i 3 50 -
11 | 76 centimes g © 3 44
6 | 90 centimes | 20 ¢ 3 42
4 | 75 centimes | 12 « 3 M

The operatives in Paris who earn the lowest wages are
those who work with theneedle. The working tailorsand
shoemakers, who form two of the most numerous and in-
dustrious classes, suffer greatly from the extent and ae-
tivity of the competition among them.

It should be said in explanation and qualification of the
above table thatin every trade thereis a number of work-
men, more or less considerable, who bring to their calling
nothing but physical force. These of course earn much
less than those who also bring ingenuity and skill. The
former, in fact, earn only from 2} to § franes per day,
while the latter earn from 3} to € and 10 franes. An ex-
ample of this is to be found among the masons, with
whom the common laborer or hod carrier earns but 2}
francs per day, while the mason, properly so called, earns
generally from 4 to 5 francs.

The wages of women are in Paris as in most places
about half that of the men.

0f 112,801 women mentioned in the report, 7,108 were
the daughters or relatives of their employers. ‘The wages
of these are not estimated : 4,157 were paid by the week,
‘the month, or the year; 85,085 were paid by the day;
65,5641 by the piece. The average wages of these two
lastclasses (numbering together 101,626) was 1 franc 63
centimes, or about 88 cents per day. The lowest wages
paid were 15 centimes, or 3 cents, and the highest 1 franc or
20 cents per day; 930 women earned less than 60centimes,
or 12 cents per day; 100,050 earned from 60 centimes to
3 francs, or 60 cents; 626 earned more than 3 francs per
day. The lowest wages are earned by workwomen but
little acquainted with their trade, and very deficient in
ability. Thus the minimum wages above mentioned were
those of two infirm old women the one 68, the other 71
yearsofage, livingupon charity. Thenagain thereisalarge
class of women who work by the piece, and irregularly,
and whose earnings are necessarily very small.

More than 12,000,000 francs ($2,328,000) are paid an-
nually to laundresses, of whom 7,183 receive from one to
three francs per day. Their average wages are 2 francs
19 centimes, or 44 cents, per day. About the same amount
is paid annually to laundresses in the environs of Paris.

The average wages of the women in the cotton factories
were 1 franc 47 centimes, or 30 cents, per day.” The ave-
rage wages of the women in the woollen factories were 1
frane 51 centimes, or 80 cents, per day.

The wages of the youth of Paris are not easily arrived
at. Many of them are apprenticed under such circum-
stances that their actual earnings cannot be estimated.
It is only in the large manufuctories that they are paid by
the day, and these are not numerous in Paris.

In the cotton factories 183 boys and girls earn about 1
frane, or 20 cents, per day as an average; the lowest
wages being 50 centimes, or 10 cents, and the highest
1 franc 25 centimes, or 25 cents, per day. In the woollen
factories 182 youths, under twelve years of age, earned an
average of 1 franc 33 centimes (about 27 cents) per day;
the minimom wages being 15 eents, and the maximum
about 35 cents, per day.

Among the manufscturers of painted paper-hangings
there were 1,881 children, whose average wages were 1
franc 20 centimes, or 24 cents, per day.

From the above facts, carefully collated from the report
in reference, you can have a correct idea of the nature
and extent of the manufacturing and mechanical industry
of Paris; the number of large and small employers, and

fabricants of military equipments, 9,801,850fr, ; manu. | the relative extent of their transactions ; and, finally, the
facturers of perfumery, ©,741,853fr.; spice fabricants, | number of operatives of both sexes, and their average

earnings per day.
In another letter I propose to send you such facts as [

| can collect a8 to the general condition of the laboring

== | ¢lnsses in Paris, with some valuable statistios as to the
é J,:gg; l ]'?g r| } :% 1?::%2 extent of their sufferings in consequence of the revolution
3 28,746 | 3,845 2,604 86,184 | of 1848,
4 30,274 | 54,898 5,892 90,064 S—— »
b 11,028 | 21.:;: 3.73: 3::?2 ' FOREIGN ITEMS.
6 4,241 | : The tion of political offenders to Cayenne
é ‘?gﬁ | g:?g | :g 1:'%? has already cost France y millions of francs.

b, D72 'y -
o 29 081 1,260 | 1,544 24, Annas Pacua, the present Viceroy of Egypt, is a very
10 10,845 3,789 2,245 16,819 | liberal and a'latmd personage. ,He has reduced his
11 4,021 642 | 762 ag.‘:gg own N-mb’ n&uﬂ Mﬁm mgﬁo::'d dollars
12 | 17688 | 16540 | 2,666 annum by taking J ° c:}mdd
8 10,886 | 4,410 J 1,400 18,706 g?w.ooonm earriage-way across the Isthmus of Suez;

! | he has improved the on of the Nile, and is now
| 204,025 112,801 | 24,714 | 842,680 | constructing a railway between Usiro and Alexandria.

55 One of the ts made use of in in favor
of continuing the in search of Sir John Frank-
tin is, that the. produce at least eight kinds

all of which are nutritious ; and there-
is no risk of starvation to be encountered
tho explorers. 3

We notice the recent death of Capt. Sir Bamver Brows,
the inventor of chain cables, chain bridges, and suspen-
sion piers.

The great Western Railway in England now carries coal
at the rate of one cent per ton per mile.

A enrious old ecnstom was revived at Ham) on the
10th of the last month. A merchant having failed in bu.
sinese, and runaway from his creditors with all his nssets,
his was affixed to a black board over the gateway of
Two civic drummers beat the rogue’s march,
schand glocke or shame bell of the Exchange was

itself in England. A so-
on Society is in full
blast ; one of the ohjects of which is to secure to American
their political and social rights! There is un-

; |may the public lands, or the avails of them, be ap-
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SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 1852,

THE HOMESTEAD BILL.
The Distribution of the Public Lands, in some or
all of the modes proposed, is the chief ostensible
subject which enguges at present the attention of
Congress. Thereua,tohesum,otlmtapiuwhioh
the discursive eloquence of debaters has intro-
duced, not strictly connected, or even collateral ;
but, whatever is said about matters and things in
general, or President-making in particular, still the
disoussions touch the main issue, and plainly mani-
fest a disposition to “blot out” the National
Domain.
If the public lands are disposed of by
enactments, in the ways indicated, the grants will be
irrevocable, and the people may hereafter regret but
can never repair the error.
Believing as we do, then, that this question in-
volves the deep and permanent interests of the
country, we trust to be excused if we depart from
our usual rule in regard to matters depending in
Congress, and offer some suggestions, more for the
purpoge of inviting a calm and fixed attention to the
different projects exhibited than to urge any definite
schetme of our own.
Never had any nation so rich, varied, and ex-
tended a domain as belongs to' the People of these
States, by a just and indefeasible title. It may be
rendered available for all the purposes of our Fede-
ral Union ; ayd, if prudently managed, might foster
and bless our free social institutions for ages to
come. The objects to which it may be applied are
succinctly stated in the Preamble to the Constitu-
tion, and more at large in the eighth section, in
which the powersof Congressare specifically defined,
Many particulars admit of a good defl of latitude in
the explication of them, and much scope is left to
the wise diseretion of our rulers. We do not wish to
be “strict constructionists” with regard to them,
and will, therefore, only suggest a single rule, which,
we think, is obvious. The property of ¢ the Peo-
ple of the United States,” whether it is money in
the treasury or the public lands, cannpt be right-
fully used by those who govern our affairs, unless
it is done “ in order to form a more perfect Union,
establish justice, ensure domestic tranguillity, pro-
vide for the common defence, promote the general
welfure, and secure the blessings of liberty to our-
selves and our posterity.” Everyappropriation of the
public estate must have reference to the good of our
own citizens in their collective character, as consti.
tuting THE CounTRY. This, in the view of the Con-
stitution, is the “ general welfare ;"' and the  lib-
erty ”’ contemplated is that of “ourselves and our
posterity " —not that of all mankind. We may, as
individuals, indulge our sympathies for “down-
trodden peoples,” and may give our money to pro-
mote the cause of freedom throughout the world.
The separate States, too, may indulge, if they please,
in legislative philanthropy, and exhaust their fiscal
means in endeavoring to procure universal human
emancipation, provided that they enter into no
““compact " with a “ foreign Power " nor ¢ engage
in war.” But the Federal Government is not al.
lowed to go out wool-gathering. Its powers are
limited and restrained. Within their widest range
théy cannot be construed to warrant an expenditure
of the public money to entertain an exile any more
than to relieve the wants of a wandering Arab.
Feeling is no rule of action in the administration of
our National affairs,
If these restraining views of the constitutional
powers of Congress be correct, still there remains
ample room for a wise and beneficent legislation in
the exercise of the functions clearly granted. We
say that the public property (and we see no dif-
ference between money and lands) may be disposed
of by legal enactments, for every purpose expressed
in the charter, or fairly arising by implication from
its terms, in their common and popular acceptation.
As we cannot traverse the whole ground of in-
quiry, we wish, in a few particulars, to illustrate
the opinions we entertain.
By the second clause of the third section, fourth
article, of the Constitution, it is declared that “ Con-
¢ gress shall have power to dispose of, and make all
“needful rules and regulations respecting, the terri-
‘tory or other property belonging to the United
‘States,” &c. Tt is not a question, therefore, of
mere competency, but of purpose; for the disposi-
tion of the treasure or other estate of the nation,
unless for some objeet contemplated in the Charter,
would be a violation of duty. For what uses, then,

plied? This presents the precise issue we desire to
make and briefly to consider.

The first clause of the eighth section of the Con-
stitution authorizes Comgress to  provide for the
common defence and general iwcelfare of the United
States,” &. This is the most indefinite and there.
fore the mibst comprehensive of all the powers grant-
ed; and, by latitudinarian construction, not guided
by other parts of the instrument, might be made to
cover the most lavish and wanton waste. Congress
can also “regulate commerce with Foreign nations,
‘and among the several States, and with the Indian
‘tribes,” &c. Tn u specified mode, 00, it may “ pro-
“mote the progress of science and useful arts,” &e.
The first grant of power referred to may, in the
opinion of some, be broad enough to include the dif-
ferent projects now before Congress for the distri-

tistics, the implements, the modeld, o

tions may be collocted wnd brought oughit home for the
improvement of our country in husbana'ry, horticul-
ture, and mechsnical seience. \

There are other matters over which Conge.2ss may,
in eertain cireumstances, exercise a salutary’ influ-
ence for the “ general welfare,” although it carr have
no coercive power. Intemperance, for example, is
& great social evil, and causes much human misery ;
yet the (ieneral Government cannot repress it by,
mype}dumm;r:,mlw in the army and)
navy. It is possible, however, that an appropria-
tion of the public money might sometimes aid the
eﬂm.. of private benevolenge or State legislation in
frecing the country from this desolating scourge.
If 50, we think it might properly be made.

vaiag thus noticed some of the objects that may
be within the contemplation of Congress when it is
about ““to dixpose of the territory or other property

legal | belonging to the United M”wbag leave to

make a few remarks in reference to the

measures now pending, that look to a distribution,
final and irrevocable, of the Public Lands : and, first,
“ The Homestead Bill.”

The history of this project is not a little curious.
When first suggested, a few years ugo, the idea of
giving away the National Domain received but little
favor. It seized, however, the attention of a very
numerous class, and became therefore popular. A
number of prominent statesmen in the last Congross
took up the subject, with some little competition as
to paternity. Resolutions were offered by several
distinguished Members of both Houses of Congress,

contemplating at last the entire dissipation of this
great fund. 3
Bome of the principles asserted by the advocates
of the measure are a little startling to those who
have always regarded acquisition as the just fruit of
industry, and property as the fair reward of toil and
prudent forecast. Mr. Jomnson, of Tennessee, in
a speech delivered on the 25th July, 1850, “ con-
‘ tended that the Government had no authority, nei-
“ ther under the Constitution nor in compliance with
‘the four great elementary principles indispensable
¢ to the existenee of man, to withhold the usufruct
¢ of the soil from its citizens.” We do not know to
what the gentleman referred, unless it was to the
dogma of Ocellus Lucanus, adopted by Aristotle and
the Peripatetics, that all things are composed of four
“ elements,"” viz. five, air, water, and earth. If this
were his meaning, we may doubt the stability of his
argument, for later chemists compound all matter of
three ingredients only—salt, sulphur, and mereury ;
and perhaps, if some late discoveries are right, the
whole mundane system may be resolved into gas,
and leave ‘“nota wreeck behind.” This, however,
is o mere flight of faney. The substance of his pro-
position is contained in a few words, which we
quote : “Man cannot live without the use of the
“soil ; and Giovernment cannot, in compliance with
¢ first prineiples, withhold the essentials of life from
‘ the people.” And again: “ Hence we see that
¢ the withholding the use of the soil from the actual
¢ cultivator is violative of one of those principles es-
¢ sential to human existence,” &e.

The principle fairly deducible from the premises
thus laid down is, that the Giovernment owns and
holds by grant and the payment of the people’s
money fourteen hundred millions of acres of land,
which it offers at prices that thousands of persons
have cheerfully given; yet, if a man be landless,
and has no money from the acquisitions of his
labor to buy with, he has a just claim to bave a
farm gratuitously bestowed, because the ““use of the
s0il” is one of ¢ the essentials of life.”

The doctrines thus asserted are of great import-
ance, not only as relates to the present and imme-
diate object, but in the influence they may here-
after have upon the ¢ general welfare,” and the ad-
vance of our country in wealth, refinement, and the
arts that sweeten and embellish life. We should
rejoice to see every citizen the owner of a comfort-
able “ homestead,” and should be unwilling to op-
Ppose a measure so strongly addressed to our good feel-
ings, if it could be obtained consistently with ¢ the
general welfare” of the whole Nation. We doubt,
however, whether a donation of one hundred and
sixty acres of land to every man who subsists by
his labor, thus tempting him to quit his former
handicraft and artisan pursuits to become “an in-
dependent cultivator” of the soil, would add to his
individual happiness, or promote the common inte-
rests of the country. Mr. Jurian, of Indiana, in
a remarkable speech delivered in the House of Re-
presentatives on the 20th January, 1851, advoested
this policy on the broad ground of matural right.
He held it ®0 be « Jor Governments to malke
merchandise of thecarth.” “It was as free to all
¢ its inhabitants s the sunlight and the air; and
¢ every man has, by nature, as perfect a right to a
¢ reasonable portion of it upon which to subsist as he
¢ has to inflate his lungs with the atmosphere which
¢ surrounds it, or to drink of the waters which pass
¢ over its surface.” Again, he says: ¢ Man has a
¢ matural right to life. 'What are we to understand
“by this? Surely it will not be contended that it
‘must be construed strictly as a mere right to
¢ breathe, looking no further, and keeping out of
¢ view the great purposes of existence. The right
“ to life implies what the law-books call “a right of
‘ way’ to its enjoyment. It carries necessarily with
¢ it the right to the means of living, including not
¢ only the élements of light, air, fire, and water, but
¢ land also.””  Here we have, according to Mr. Ju-
lian’s theory, five principles, ineluding a “home-
stead ;" and he might have added, as some other

varying in some degree in their phraseology, but all

—

“means of living,” bread and beef, and blankets
This gentleman entirely outflanks the “ Anti-
Renters,” and goes beyond the wildest agrarians of
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The Bank of England is now dividing eight per cent. | *U7 remarks, therefore, at present to that particular.

What, then, may Congress constitutionally do to

gate 56,020 spindies, and employing in all 1,082 opern-
tives. These operatives consisted of 407 men, 470 wo-
men, 83 boys, and 63 girla. These establishments trans-
acted husiness in 1847 to the amount of 2,815,000 franes,

with Liznxrrz. It appears from this correspondence that | of this group is ficiently . 1 may add,
in the year 1707 Papin, then living in retiroment at Ha- | however, that, l.’gqudmt of usual branches of in-
nan, in Hease-Cassel, Germany, and who was said to have 'd“h lhulnd;d in the manufacture of jewelry and the
known the applicability of stesm power for purposes of | | O .1 Of the precious metals, there are also included

[ lapidaries, enamell fi English steamers will hereafter not be itted to " : : 2 :
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y wu with a eoretie on | imitation jewelry, and of the A &e., of i ! : i .
this subject, but followed up his projects with persever- [ which it is composed, gold u:d silver beaters, watch-case | population of Paris whose condition is treated of in the| The amount paid for mmmah Great Britain, | lectual, moral, physical, and social prosperity and | opinions asserted in support of this measure threat.
ance; that, in faet, he oaused to be constructed (on the malr;n!lc;mn,'::', b Baik : report oconsists of 204,925 men, 112,801 women, and | during the last year, was over 000! hlpﬁ oﬂhwlnhl’mh of this Federal Union, | en to subvert the foundations of our ial
river Fulda) a stenmboat, propelled by the aid of two pad- imlic‘oudmb,k“m. s":up 4:;—:.;::nf{;‘—m professions 24,714 youthis under 16 years of age. Of the 204,025 Gux Corron.—E oontinte to be made in the s i:“ di of” the nationsl 4 in 80| structure. If we that, |

dles, and built mainly on & system which has since been | brush, bucket, and wooden measure-making, men, 740 were the sons or relatives of their employers ¥ chiaks atd Its. has & “right to life,” he has alsoa “ right to land”’

vood-turs:

sttributed to an English mech Papin pr 1 | rope, cord, and twine-making, wood- the wages of these could not be ascertained. Of the oth- tions. An ; .

to make & voysge in this boat to England :p Nb s ln;.h :.ut-mling. cking and mofdm’:m:‘ér hat-cases, | ers, 9,128 were paid by the month or the yeer, necording i""' to 1“:: At As the true greatness of & nation always corro-| as  one of the means of Iiviaq, * then the question
obstacles which he could not remove—though he had the p;w;‘mmmamlﬁmﬁﬂ'mmﬁd“w to special oontract; 117,084 worked by the day; and after his b nponb'hl the mental cultivation of its citizens, | ocours, where l!lln he get his proportion of this
patronage of the Grand Duke of Hesse Cassel—prevented | 12, Paris Articles,.—In this gronp :'" inclu':i!;d 60 G 77,008 worked by the task or job. The avernge wagesof th a greater cer- Congress may properly foster and assist institutions “ fifth element 2 The “ Homestead mn.’. that
his putting this project into execution. It was in order | nufacturers of thousands of articles of Juzury for which those who worked by the day and by the task or job, and during for Bdueation. It may fix sanitary regulations and | the Government must give it to him out of the na-

who numbered 105,062 in all, were § francs 80 centimes,
or about 76 cents per day. The minimum pay was () con-
times (10 cents) per day, and the maximum pay 35 francs
(#7.00) per day. ;

The number of workmen whe earned less than 3 francs
o day was 27,458 ; the number who earned from 3 to §
franes per day, 167,218; snd the number who earned

to remove these obstacles that he addressod to Liebnity | Parie has a peculisr and deserved celebrity. Among

ost of the letters which have just been discovered by M. | these articles may be mentioned organs, pisnos, and other
:““"‘ J overed by M. | © auleal instruments, gloves, hats, artificial fowers, elocks,

It may be remembered that M. Pariy was an eminent m ?;:.’MI“. b:m mm'ﬁ-“:::l.h:hl.x
philosopher, who, in the beginning of the 18th century,  cravats, portfolios, toys, straw honnets, hnir-work, ke,
was celebrated for his researches concerning the power of | 18 Printing, Engrar.
steam. Ko was & native of Blois, France; but, after | E70UP includes the manufactare of pllﬂnr-emla, quill-

create establishments for the preservation of health in
our borders and highways ; it may facilitate the trade
of the country by giving aid to canals, railroads, and
other kindred enterprises; and it may encourage
and arts—not by giving land to the land-

tional domain. But suppose our fourteen hundred
millions of broad acres were all  disposed of” —as
they will soon if the present plans are carried out—
this fact would not his  natural vight ;”
and he must seek to obtain its full enjoyment from

ing, and Fine Paper-making. —This

3
i

| pens, lead senling wox, fountain inkstands, and "o mever st | Jess or money to the individual artisan—but by erect- another source. Some one, then, wha holds a su-
finishing his studies, he went to England, where inlf‘m-m of Duresn furnitere s and also the busincy over 5 franes per day, 10,808, S . 1o this firet law
he was admitted & Fellow of the Royal Society. New. | binding, giltedging, desis _— to this statement, the large majority of the " to e e | ing & Department or a Bureau, which shall have a | perabundance, contrary great i
o;u::n,.mwot“z:lnd, ul’niu tlh:l ':roﬂbnkmm:i.pm nlh..pll:.‘ o ——— workmen in Pagis earned in 1847 very nearly the avernge .;mﬁm #lohp over the whole conoern, and supply share with him, that there “way be

what individual enterprise cannot attain.
its agoncies, the products, the experiments, the sta-
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he received from Papin valuable hints touching his disco-

In these thirteen groups the report includes no less than | Wages for that year, which were 2 francs 80 centimes per
veries for the improvement of the steam engine. On leav-

325 branches of industry, representing 04,816 manufuc. ' day. f
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